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~ STEVE JOHNSON
(Pillar of Islamic Society of North America - ISNA)
MAKES THE ULTIMATE MOVE

God is the Lord of those who believe, He leads them out of darkness
into the light (2:2571.

Only those who possess intelligence will come to Me [ 2:269, 13:19, & 39:2 )

In View of the Qurgnic facts that the majority blessed move came, and Steve declared that he
of people will fail to belleve (12:103), and that could not possibly accept Hadith, Sunna, or -any
the majority of those who do believe fall into man-made teachings; he decided that the word
idolatry (12:106), our heart-felt congratulations of God, the Qur'an, the whole Qur'an, and nothing .
go to Steve Johnson for meking the ultimate move byt the Qur'an, shall be his source of religious *
to GOD ALONE. Steve made his courageous initial  gujdance. R
move years ago from false Christianity to false ~ Congratulations Steve. "Only those who steadfast-
Islam. Obvlously, God knew of Steve's sincerity ly persevere ... those who are extre fortunate .
in his quest for God's truth, and God saw to it  succeed in making the ultimate move" (41;35
that Steve discovered the true Islam. Hence, the See Steve's article on Pg 3. o

" National Council on Islamic Affairs
Discovers the Fallacy of Hadith

A famous Hadith where the Prophet Muhammad on Islamic Affairs as "so stupid,” and "un-islamic,"
is accused of predicting that the Muslims will and "enti-Islam." Thus, common sense is prevailing
fight the Jews, and that the stones and trees will among the enlightened Muslims, and the truth
speak to tell the Muslims about Jews hiding behind marches on. God bless the National Council on
them, has been declared by the National Council Tslamic Affairs.

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

OF THE UNITED ISLAMIC NATION
Sep. 2, 3, & 4, 1988, Tucson

This year's conference is shaping up as a major Jamilah), Steve Johnson, Virginia Kamouneh
historic event. Dr. Mansour, the first Azhar Scholar (formerly Karima Omar), Feruz Karmally, Rashad
to embrace the true Islam, will deliver the Friday Khalifa, Soussan Rey, and Saeed Talari. Official
Khutba. Other speakers: Gatut Adisoma, Kassim Qur'an Reciter: Fatemeh Karbassi (Parivash).
‘Ahmad, Malfk Ali, Ismail Barakat, Dr. E. Douglass Send for your Conference badge today (Individual
Brown (formerly Rashid Hamed), Gale Cunningham fees $76.00; Family fees $95.00). See you at the
{formerly Razia), Linda Calloway (formerly Conference IN SHAA ALLAH. g



THE HADITH DEBATE

Rationalism VS Irrationalism
by Kassim Ahmad '

I have sufficiently shown ... that the so-called "authentic®
Hadith possess the characteristics of being sectarian and
factional, anti-science, anti-reason and anti-woman, apart
from being anti-Quran. These constitute a perfect prescription

for disunity and backwardness.

. The curreat Hadith deunte fn Malogsia and in some other
st countvien arizing frow my look publishied last year
(1iadith — A Re—evaluplion) remiickk me of (George Surton'’s
remack  in hiz  mooumental threc-voluine “A  listory of
Science”. He xaid, “The main issue. (hen as now, was fol
petncen materialism and spiritualism. bul between rationslizm
ond ircationalism. i is amazing 1o discaver that in that
veny carly time nlmont all ihe Greek philosophers had already
realized .that. No System of theirs, not even the Epicurean,
was purcly matcriglistic; none, not even the FPlatenic, wes
purely spirituslistic. They all understand that one needs
some kind of matier even for thinking, and that one cannot
refute spiri{ualism except with soime kind of mind or spicil.”

The dominant snti-rationalist curcent in the present Islamic
rennissance movement miust sooner o later come to realize,
ag aid their early rationslist ancestors, the profound Quranic
teuth that faith and ressoa are not In conflict. Thev are
two sides of the same coln. Aany verses stress (his. fndeed,
God repeatedly says that e Quran ic addressed to those
who think. And extremely clear verse polnting to the very
closo relationship between faith snd reason reads: “No soul
can believe cxcepl with God’s Jeave, for He deliberately
tlocks aut those who defy common sense.” {10:100) Il was
precisoly because the ecarly AMualim generations observed
he unity of falth and roason that Lhey were able lo create
monrinents of science, thought amt cullurg. Present-day
Muslims must retrace their steps back Lo the spirft of those
timez to regain the scientific, inlellectual and political
Jeadership of -the world that they once held. Are they capable
of dolng It again? If they are not (and the odds are against
them), other nstions will replace them, as the Quran has
warned (see Quran 47:38).

f cannol deal with all the poinls that have been raized
in hix debate. | have gnsweeed some of them in two of my
csrlier nrifcles (see ®Sunday Star” and "New Sunday Times”,
Kunla Lumpur. June 22, 1988). My traditionalist critics,
theologions and scholars slike, who have brought out two
books 1o answer mine, have mercly repeated the age-old
classical arpumants for uphalding the Hadith, which [ have
refutod. it i3 my humble opinion that they have not answered
my refutstion. .

I huve quoted many clear vorses of the Quran and some
copforming hadith in my buok to prove that the prophet
brought, taught, followed and preached with only the Quran.
Unfortunately, our modern-day blind fallowers ol traditienalist
theologians simply will not give serious consideration to
them, snecking 1o rafioanlize them 1o conform o their
slrcady-formed opinions. and arpuing that the majority of
theatogians, past and present, cannot make mistakes. Yet

they kaow full well that the truth does not depend on the .

majority!

They tirclessly and unsshamedly argue thal God's commaud
to us to the messenger menns that we should follow
the Nadith when lhe phrase cleurly means to obey God and
to {ollow only the Quran. This meaning is supported by
countless athier verses In the (Quran, Dy surh proven wegknessas
of very many ‘anthentict hadith and by such proven weéaknesses
of the classivol Hadith methodolmey that it Is pointless to
dwell on it any further, .

Most of our teaditionalist iheolopians and acholars have
praved themselves quite ineapudile af dizeusaing the Hadith
e eativtmlly pad inteltigentiy, ‘thiz is the strongest reason

vhy n publie debate fs nercsaary so thal the enlightened
sections of the dlusfim community can criticize their errors
nt woll #s thelr narrow-mindedness and bigotry, ond bring
them back to reason.

Muny people criticize me for connccling the lasdith with
i disunitly and backwardness, some  contendioss  that
ey AlsHims hove nol even teed poy book of Hadith, let
tlore bedge infhieneed by 111 They hnve nisaed the point

altogether. The relevant question is ane of the jdefological
basis or bases of Muslim behaviour, not what books they
read or do not read. AS & matier of fact, the Hadith has
becn with us for around & thousend years and has becn actively
propagated to «s for as long. 1 agree that not all Muslims
have come under the spell of the Hadith, ax a number of
Uiom have chosen to follow liberalismm or Marxism as of
Iate (including me, at one time!). Hut none of us csn deny
the fact that ihe Hadith, alone among othor ldeologiesl
ingredionts, has beet, since {1 emerpenee, the major
ideological bagis of Juslim thought ond behaviour. If one
understands this non-Quranic idcotogical configuration under
which modern Muslims live, ane cen grasp the profound
fmport of the prophatic words of the Quran:

Shall We treat the submitters like The guilty? ¥What is

wrong with you? How do you judge? Do you have another

book that you apply? One that gives you anything you

want? [68:35-38}

The messenger will say, "My Lord, tmy people have deserted

thiz Quran.” (25:30}

Of course, the traditionalist theologlans and scholars, tied
to thelr traditional ‘Sacrosanct’ methodology, will hotly
deny the applicabllitly of these vertes (o the Muslims. But
since the Quran Is current, what can the phrese *another
book" that "yives you anything you want® mean for the Mugiims
hut the Hadith? As te the second verse, it obviously refers
10 the present rejection of the Quran hy sll ideological groups
of mankind., [ncluding the formal Munlims. The term *my

‘people” used by Praphetl Muahnmmad must mean "sll mankind®

siuco his mission was unlversal,

Jn spile of the conteadictory lestiniony of historical sources,
a geners) conclusion may be suflcly drawn that the first
divigion in the early Mulsim community belween the ‘orthadox’
Sunni party and lhe fieterodux® Shi'sh party of All was both
political anc religious. The party of Ali resoried (0 a so-called

- Ciddie Khypm hadith in which the prophet was alleged 1o

have said, "lle of whom I am awnater, of him Al {s also the
muster” in ordec to bolster up their fnctionalism when the
noble prephel spent bis whole Jife fighting against f1! Of
course. 4t (his time the hadith had not vet been compiled
or Institutionnlized as a primary source of Jaw, bul the grest
prestiye of the prophet had alresdy been misuaed by the
varions pojitical and theolugical fuctions. H stiould be well
roted that ax long as the Qurean retanined the only primary
source of reforence {ar the Muslimes, they could rounite
nttd pdvance on the busis of s tenchings, butl as soon as
they set «p other sources of reference 1o rival the Quran,
as huppened when they set up the ({adith ax the Ysacond
primary® source, the division became icreversible, continuous
und permanent. .

I have sufficiently shown In my Hitle honk that the so-called
fauthentic' Uadith posesz  the  clarncieristies of being
sectariun  and  factionnl,  sati-science,  anti-reason,  and



unti-wanien, opert {rom Leiry 2pti-Quenn. These eapsiitute
a perfoct parscription for muaity and backwardness. Of
course, detpiled date stould now be collected lo (ully
demonsirale and prove tha destructiveness of the Hadith
jdeolcay lo the Muslims. This, however, was nol the aim
of ray book.

In spile of ovacwhelming cvideoce to lbe conlrary, msny
Muslims ura still unnble to disnsinciate Prophet Muhammaa
from the lladith. But this is precisely the (irst {mportsal
hurdle to clear before oné con grt any rational understianding
of the Hadith. The classical formula {s: "Bukhari (or (ke
other compilers) reporis from A, who heard [rom B, who
heard (rom C, who besrd {rom 1), who heard {rom E, who

beurd from F, who heard from the peophel.,” [t is a report
of un ulleged saylng or deing of the prophel across six to
eight generations. Al (he (ime of the compilstlon (between
20Q andd 400 yvears afler the prophet) the {irst (ew generations
of #lleped reporters were no more and lhere wers no sure
muons of determining the truth of those reports directly.
Even the traditionalisls admit that the bulk of the report
Is Mearsay. Such being the case, [ is axtonishing that the
consensus af truditionalist thenlegions hwe required Muslims
lo belicve in it, snd hag pronounced those who disbulleve
in it 1o be oulgide the fold of Isiam!

[ To be continued in the coming issues]

MEDITATION ON A JUGULAR VEIN

by Steve A. Johnson

Closer to me thsn mv jugular vein? Then He knew, He
knew when Joy slipped Into roctine and routine into hatred.
Wiy dldn't He just flick my heart, ever so lightlv—a
reassurance, a hope fillad nudge? Rut lle didn't, &nd even
hatred slipped away, Then came Ure teacs of pleading, “Please
let me feel.™ Dul the answer® Silence. Always the same
"please”, (he same guesticns. he same remnants of hope;
but the same answer—Silence. The lears stopped.

"Everyone walks through the desert,” the wise-feigning,
saint-feigning Muslim sheikh sald. He dida't understand.
It waz not the desert | {eared. Deserts can have blue sky
surrounding the cruel sun, they have shifting sgnds, deys
end nights, skittering creaturce—life. 1 don't fear the desert,
only the absence of descrt; the absence of feeling—spiritual
dealh.

Ho knew when the prayer was followed by sighs and quiet
stares through cold window glass into...onta streets chaolic
with twilight traffic. He was there when [ played my rele—bir.
Muslim lecturing to the lost lonely miserable unbellevers—a
pald savior amid the "ma sha'Ailahs® and “Allahu Akbar's®.
Why didn't He at least let me delude mysell in the act?
Why always the silence inside, placing silent judgment on
the different me's?

lte felt end knew belore | forced my smile, & handshake,
& word of praise, So what wes He teaching me? What was
110 see? What Insight? what meaning?

He was closer to me that the pulsing vein the moment
I wnispered, “NO", "NO MORE.” No more. My God Is not
of ossified rules separating men f(rom women, believers
in this from believers in that. My God does not sit sternly
denouncing the goodness outside the barbed wire of Islamic
law, or condemning love that bursts into music and lestlvity.

He felt the joy in me, In Him when after the "NO" | said
"YES" to the mysterfous Real beyond theology, beyond hadith,
cosmic light and hope years past ritual. .

He sustained the me that did not leave a truth, but who
naw embraces The Truth that cannot be eashrined in Arabic,
;k;, It Is The Truth thel dances on the langusge of wordless
aith.

Closer than my fugular vein? He knew and felt it all. He
gave the permission, and shared In the journey. It cannot
be wrong or evil because life cannot be wrong or evil. If
HeOdls cloger to me than me, then it was all His and it was
good.

Virginia Kamouneh
[ Cont'd from Page 4 ]

tle s comlortable, at-home-with~
his-{eer-propped-up-on-the—col{ee-table, wilh sell-correction
—and | think [ know his sccrel. It's no secret, really—it's
simply Qur'an. ®Yeah,™ he'd probably say with a sly smiling
Iwinkle, "Simply Qur'an. Just the Word of God® Well, you
get the point. His platform is Indeed constructed entirely
on Quran, a fact which !z genlly evidenl in ceaversation
with him, Upllke so mony seil-styled “scholars" and lgnorant
“alims.™ hiz inccasant refercence to Qur'an is truly spontancous,
uncontrived—and unclutlerad by fishy (ish steries and fatuous
fatwas.

Sinco my "mssociation” with him (it sounds Hke we've been
ciscovered in 2 love nest with Shaikh Rsattle 'n Rell and
Jimmy Swaggert In ISNA HQ &nd [et's se¢ how long it takes
for that to hit the rumor milll), I have been asked by counlless
Individusals, "Do you know what Rashad Khallfa ix all sbout?”
They have heard, they confide in hushed tones, that be is
8 spyv for the Qudlyanis, a Baha'i, & Mason, Jello Dialra'z
pedivtrist... Ho, they've never aclually met him, they conless;
no, they haven't sctuslly read his work, but they’ve heard
[rom sofneonc wnose seconvi cowsin heard [rom Somcone
that—

Dut Ce. Khalifs remains unfnzed by these rumers: in (act,
he seems genuinely amuscd by them. Ile sgys Lhat these
tales have aciuaily bdeen Instructional, thst he's learned
most of whal he knows about theze secls {rom the “islamic”
tabloids, the Hational Fxoirers of the Muslim world, et
browdenst them,

Yes, | cdo Know whal Rashad Khalifs is &ll sbout, or at
feast. [ think [('m oOeginhing to; [ only wizh Lhat they 2id.
All they would have to do to find out is o pick up a Qur'an.

*They wanl to put out God'w light with Lheir mouths, but
God (nsists upon perfecting i light...” (9:32) Ged insisiz
And that's what Rasnad Kkalife, this genlle, twinkling 19
man in Arizana iz all about.

(1) Marriage in Islam$19
(2) What Is Islam
Essentials of Islam19.00
(3) Martin Luther King

Died A Muslim.$19.00

(4) Who Is God? $19.00
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INSISTS: A TRIBU

by Virginia Omar Kamouneh (formerly Karima Omar)

For several yesrs | had thought of him simply as "The
Number 19 Man®—you know, that guy in Arizona whose
computer reseacch on the Qur'an had smashed so many
intellectual walls, freed s0 many hearts to accept GCod's
last cevalation.

1 also thought of him with a good deal of bewilderment.
Afer all, this Reshad Khalifa, this 419 guy, was also
reputed—and openly cleimed—to deny Prophetic traditions
Even the collections of bdadith which } had invested so much
money and 56 many brain cells in amessing and sbsorbing.
Not only lhe “week” hadith {rather a redundancy, reslly)
which my imported role models frowned updn even more
than usuel, but the good old Sunni siaples of Bukharf and
Musiim with their lovely bedtime stories of the Mercy for
Mankind forcing his epemles to drink camel urine, gouging
out eyes with hot nalls—in between satisfylng 9 wives in
8 single evoning.

So this #19 guy had the gell to prefler the Qurian—the
Word of God—to these gratuitously graphic goodies? Gee.
Then how did he know how to do all the fur stuff the sunnah
tesches us? How did he know which shoe o put on [irst,
which hand to eat with, or what to zay before, during and
_after gaing to the bathroom? From what I had been taught,
‘man could not only not live by dbread alone, but he couldn't
even make it on a strict Woed of God dist—he had to have
supplements, other men to do the hard stuff for him—like

thinking.

So, for quite awhile, my perception of him was marked
by ambivalence. Given my Intellectual/emotional/social
state at lhe tlme, this was probably the best of all
emotions—{lrm indecision. For quite awhile, my comment
on Dr. Rashad Khalifa was, "I Jove the work he's done with
Qurian and may Allah bless hm for it but—I can't egree
with hiz views on tmdith.® Il was a stock response, » mantra
which | cutifully chanted when asked my opinion of this
man from the Mystetfous East of Tucson.

Far quite awhile. But, ss the Qurian says, “You pass from
stage to stage” {84:18) and ! certainly did. To stage to atage,
I fact, though that’s ancther story altogether. For gradually,
almost Imperceptibly, | csme to understand—and finally
sccept—what {ronically had siways qualified my admiration
of Dr. Khalifa. But it wasn't through him: it wesn't through
his books and newsletters which, | confexs, were eclipved
fn my Hbrary by frightful moundt of Tafsir-of-the-Years
und Icky-yas—it was simply through my study of hadith,
my rescarch and weiting and reevalustion of my own beliefs—s
process of evolution as unlikely as It was inevitable.

I had heard of lovers of God before; had even met a fow
who seemed to be caught up In an affsir with the Divine.
But, more often than not, it seemed to have degenerated
jnto a Miles Standish sHuation with the love originally
addressed to God being Intercepted by an (unwilling)
intercessor—a Prophet, a spiritual guide, & teacher or
somewhat shaky shaikh.

No, | never had met a real Jover—not of God, anywsy.
I'd encountored lovers of Ilis lovers perhaps, or lovers of
lovecs of flis lovers wilh their wishful arrangements of
carefully cullivated hothouse piety, but no direct-dialing
davotees. And | certainly didn't expect to find onc In this
Rashad Khatlfa.

By tha time [ met him, | was @ supporter, even a bit of
a fan, 30 | had {ully braced myself for the inevitable letdown.
Yes, inevitable, for frankiy, ! expocted to {ind aa air of—of
parancia. After sll, anyone who had weathered the slings
and arrows of controversy that he had over the years was
bound to be a liltle on the jumpy side. So, { anticipated at
least a somber, Intcnse man, one who metched the bold
face and exclamation poinls of his writings. ] expected a
man who hadn't time to be silly, hadnt strength left to laugh
at himself and was too busy opening hate mail to crack a
smile. But that was OK, { reminded mysell; OK and qulte
natural. Writers always gecmed 1o suffer in the translation
of face-to-face encounlers. After all, | was a writer, And
had scen the suicidal looks of readers who had had the
misfortune to at last meel me In the ficsh,

instead, that bright pre-spring afternoon, in the International
Hlouse of Psncakes decp in the bowels of Burbank California,
no less, | found a shining exception to the rule. I found a
lover, a true lover of God. A man whose speech, behavior
snd mannerisms bore wilnass to the fsct that submission
to God is Indecd a happy state—not the gloomy and grim
al(sir that so many portray if. | found a8 man with & quick
wit, & ready smile, & gentle humillty which wasg faltly
radicactive in its trust and rclience on his Creator. On his
Creator. Not on his Creator's creation, not on the cultural
sccurftly dlanket of knec-jerk rituals, not on the petty shirk
of seif-rightecus riles oc Sufic psychobabble but on God
Alone.

Ironically, In all my years of searching for a magical
mystical cure-all, I found it {n a man who demystifies Ixlam,
who cuts through all of the {dolatry of what-to~
do-to~-whom-with-which-hand-when to reves! the safe, sane
and sensible Way that we always pretend and scldom portray
it (o be. A man who scems content with his God—"...gacure
and content soul, come back to your Lord, astisfied and
satisfying.” (89:27-28), a man sstisfied that God has “imposed
no hardship on you in observing the religion.® (22:73) Perhaps
that's why he ruffles the feathers of so meny bird-brained
Buslimg, for he embodics the truth—the simple fact that
piety and clinical depression ars not synonymous, nol even
on speaking terms. A subversive truth, indecd.

Dr. Khalifa Is indeed a curious csse. He has gardens of
lavrels of Impressive achlievoments on which he could casily
rest—and not unjustifiably. lliz trenslation of the Qur'an
is truly inspiced, clcar, conrise—and being scrapped by its
translator. Less thun ? ycors after jts publication, he is

publishing a reviged edition.
[ Continued on Page 3 ]

sssaseen

TE TO RASHAD KHALIFA

o IAE A E Al b ALl .

-,



